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I.

HOW TO EXPRESS YOUR OPINION





Asking for and giving opinions

1
Useful expressions for giving opinions: 
I think (that)…, Personally I think (that)…, It seems to me…, are common ways of giving opinions. You may also hear In my opinion…, As far as I am concerned…, If you ask me…, I believe/feel that…, I strongly believe that…, In my view…, It appears to me that…, The way I see it is…

While giving opinion you will use a lot of different words, such as:

apparently based on what you have read or heard,

what do you think about…?/ how do you feel about is used to ask sb’s opinion about a general topic. We usually use think of when asking about a person or thing, 

e. g. What do you think of this new book?

fault responsibility for a mistake.
be to blame for sth be responsible for sth bad (e.g. They are to blame for the accident.= The accident is their fault.) 

reckon (that) sth think or have an opinion about something.

in principle in general, but perhaps not in all the details, syn. in theory.

issue a problem or subject for discussion.

the point is the most important part of what I’m saying is. 

2
Read and act the dialogue. Complete your own similar dialogues. Use as many expressions as possible.
A
Apparently, the government wants to increase the number of young people going to university. What do you think about that?

B
Personally, I think it’s a good idea. People should have the chance


to go to university.

A
Maybe, but it seems to me we need more people with manual skills, not more academics. And why haven’t we got those people? It’s the government fault. 

B
You think the government is to blame for everything. But don’t you reckon it’s a good idea, in principle, for more young people to have a better education?

A
Yes. I think education is an incredibly important issue, but the 

         point is, what kind of education do we want young people to have?

3 Write the words in the correct order.

issue/ recon/ it’s/ important/ I/ an

I reckon it’s an important issue.

1
think/ this/ you/ idea/ do/ what/ of ? ________________________


2
I/ it’s/ think/ good/ personally/ a/ idea _______________________


3
agree/ in/ it/ principle/ I/ with ______________________________


4
choice/ to/ it/ no/ seems/ we/ have/ me _______________________


5
it/ disaster/ if/ me/ ask/ a/ you/ you/ was ______________________

4 Rewrite the opinions using the words on the right.

I think it’ll be easy.
DIFFICULT   I don’t think it’ll be difficult._____


1 I think we should do something.
SEEMS _________________________

2 What do you think about that?
FEEL ___________________________

3 I think we should help them.

OPINION ________________________

4 It’s my fault.



BLAME _________________________

5 I think it’ll be a problem.

RECKON ________________________

5 Complete the sentences. 

Personally, I thought the film was awful.

1 ___________, the government made the mistake, so it’s their ____________.

2 As far as I’m ___________, the most important thing is to find a new manager.

3 I think climate change is one of the most important _______ of the 21st century.

4 We both think it’s important, but the ___________ is, what are we going to do about this?

5 In ____________, I quite like his suggestion, but I don’t know if it’ll work.

6.

For and against.  

1 Useful expressions to support and to be against somebody’s ideas:
consider sth think about sth carefully before making a decision.

proposal a plan that is formally suggested, propose v.

sensible practical and intelligent, opposite silly.

in favour of sth in agreement with sth, opp. against sth.

reduce sth make sth smaller or less in quantity or size, opp. increase sth.

support sth agree with sth and sometimes offer help, support noun.

mature acting in a sensible, adult way.

believe that have the opinion that.

opposed to sth believing that sth is wrong.

dependent on sb/sth needing sb/sth to help you.

2 Read the statement (idea) and the example

how to be for and against.

The government is considering a proposal to increase the legal age to drive a car from 17 to 21.What do you think of this idea?


For

· Personally I think it’s very sensible. Too young people are killed on our roads.

· Yes, I’m in favour of it , because it would reduce the number of cars on the road.

· I would support it, too. I don’t think 17 year- olds are mature enough to drive a car.

Against

· I’m not in favour of this, I reckon more young people will just drive illegally.

· I’m against it, too. I believe that if young people are old enough to vote, then they’re old enough to drive.
· I’m opposed to it. It’ll make teenagers more dependent on their parents.

3 Replace the underlined words with a word that has the same meaning.

She is not in favour of it.





 against______
1 I think it’s a practical and intelligent idea


 ______________

2 They are going to think carefully about the new plan
 ______________

3 We can make it less. 





 _____________it

4 I agree with them and think they are right.


 ____________them

5 Do you have the opinion that he is innocent? 

 ______________

6 What do you think of the plan that was formally suggested?
__________

4 Complete the dialogues.

Are you going to help them? – Yes, I’m going to  support    the plan.
1 Is she in favour of it? – No, she’s ____________ it.

2 Will it increase the problem? – No, it’ll ___________it.

3 Do they like the idea? – No, they’re ___________ to it.

4 Are you going to support her? – Yes, I __________ that she is right.

5 Do you think it’s sensible? – No, I think it’s very __________.

6 Are they against the idea? – No, they are in _________ of it.

7 Does she really need our help? – Yes, she’s completely _________ on us.

8 Is he old enough to look after the shop? – Yes, he’s a very ______ young man.

II.
HOW TO SPEAK ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH WORK 
1. Read the text and remember words and expressions to speak about your research

I’m an economist in one of the auditing firms. My special subject is accounting. I combine practical work with scientific research, so I’m a doctoral candidate (соискатель).

I’m doing research in auditing which is now widely accepted in all fields of economy. This branch of knowledge has been rapidly developing in the last two decades. The obtained results have already found wide application in various spheres of national economy.

I’m interested in that part of auditing which includes its internal quality control. I have been working at the problem for two years. I got interested in it when a student.

The theme of the dissertation is “Internal quality control of audit services”. The subject of my thesis is the development of an effective internal quality control system for audit firm services.

I think this problem is very important nowadays as a major portion of public accounting practice is involved with auditing. In making decisions it is necessary for the investors, creditors and other interested parties to know whether the financial

statements may be relied on. Hence there should be an internal control of auditing operations for insuring the fairness of presentation.

My work is both of theoretical and practical importance. It is based on the theory developed by my research adviser, professor S. He is head of the department at Sumy State University. I always consult him when I encounter difficulties in my research. We often discuss the collected data. These data enable me to define more precisely the theoretical model of the audit internal quality system. I have not completed the experimental part of my thesis yet, but I’m through with the theoretical part. For the moment I have 4 scientific papers published. One of them was published in the US journal.

I take part in various scientific conferences where I make reports on my subject in that part of auditing which includes its internal quality control. I have been working at the problem for two years. I got interested in it when a student.

The theme of the dissertation is “Internal quality control of audit services”. The subject of my thesis is the development of an effective internal quality control system for audit firm services.

I think this problem is very important nowadays as a major portion of public accounting practice is involved with auditing. In making decisions it is necessary for the investors, creditors and other interested parties to know whether the financial statements may be relied on. Hence there should be an internal control of auditing

operations for insuring the fairness of presentation.

I have not completed the experimental part of my thesis yet, but I’m through with the theoretical part. For the moment I have 4 scientific papers published. One of them was published in the US journal.

I take part in various scientific conferences where I make reports on my subject and participate in scientific discussions and debates. I’m planning to finish writing the dissertation by the end of the next year and prove it in the Scientific Council of  Sumy State University. I hope to get a Ph. D. in Economics.
2. Read the text again to find the answer to the following questions:
1 What are you?

2 What is your special subject?

3 What field of knowledge are you doing research in?

4 How long have you been working in the field?

5 Is your work of practical or theoretical importance?

6 Who do you collaborate with?

7 How often do you consult your scientific adviser?

8 Have you completed the experimental part of your dissertation?

9 How many scientific papers have you published?

10 Do you take part in the work of scientific conferences?

11 Where and when are you going to get Ph.D. degree?

3. Remember the following words and do more practice in speaking about your research
to do/to carry on/to carry out/to conduct research

to contribute to/to make a contribution to

to influence/to affect/ to have an effect on/ upon

to study/to make studies/to investigate/to explore

to put forward an idea

to suggest an idea/a theory/a hypothesis

to advance/to develop/to modify a theory

to predict/to forecast/to foresee

to accumulate knowledge

field of science/research

a new area of research

current branch/field of research

the latest/ recent achievements/developments/advances

an (a) outstanding/prominent/world-known scientist/researcher

4. Answer the questions:

1. What is your field of science/research?

2. What are the current issues in your field of science/research?

3. Have new areas of research appeared in recent years?

4. What is your particular area of research?

5. What are the latest achievements in your field of science/research?

6. Have any fundamental discoveries been made in your field of science/research in

recent years?

7. Can you name some outstanding researchers in your field of science? What

contribution have they made?

8. Do achievements in your branch of science/research influence everyday life? In

what way?
9. What further developments can you predict in your field of research?
5. Complete the sentences below. Speak about your field of science research.

1. I do research in the field of … .

2. It is the science/a comparatively new branch of science that studies… .

3. The field of science/research that I’m concerned with gathers knowledge about 

4. Major developments include advances in … .

5. Remarkable advances have been made in … .

6. The branches of science contributing a lot to progress in my field of research are

7. My current field of science/research is … .

8. It’s difficult/not difficult to foresee/forecast/predict … .
6.      Work in pairs. Ask for and give information on your field of science and research. Answer the questions:
1. What is the subject of your current research?

2. What is the purpose of your research?

3. What methods do you employ? Why?

4. What are the advantages of the method(s) and techniques you use in your research?
5. Is this method only now coming into use? Is it new?

6. What operations does it include?

7. Do you find the method reliable/ precise? Why?

8. How long has your current research been under way?

9. How much time will it take you to complete your research successfully?
10. Have you already obtained any research results?

11. What are the main results of your current research?

12. Has your research been a success?

13. Have you succeeded in receiving extensive data?

14. Do your research data agree with the theory you follow?

15. Do your results coincide with those obtained by other researchers?

16. Are the results you have obtained of purely theoretical or practical interest?

17. Do your research results appear to be of both theoretical and practical importance?

18. Are the data/observations you have obtained sufficient to formulate your final

conclusions?

19. What part of your research remains still unfinished?

20. Do the data/ results/ observations/ findings allow you to come to any definite

conclusion(s)?

21. What conclusion(s) have you come to?

22. How long will it take you to complete your research?

7.      Complete the sentences below. Speak about your research problems.
1. At present/ now/ currently I am studying the problem of … .

2. The problem I am studying is concerned with … .

3. There are a lot of/ few/ no publications on the problem of … .

4. The literature available on the problem of my research only outlines/ mentions in

passing/ thoroughly/ extensively describes such aspects as … .

5. We have taken up the problem of … to prove/investigate …

6. In solving our problem we follow the hypothesis that …
8.       Complete the sentences below. Speak about the purpose of your current research and the methods used.

1. Currently I am … .

2. I am making a set of experiments/ analyses in order to … .

3. The experiment/ analysis is performed with a view to … .

4. The purpose of my experiments/ analyses is to … .

5. We undertake a set/a series of experiments hoping to … .

6. In our current research we … the method of … .

7. The method/ technique allows/ permits … to … .

9.    Complete the sentences below. Speak about the results and conclusions of your  research.

1. The research has been under way for a year and I’ve got … .

2. At present a lot of work is being done to … .

3. The results we have … so far cannot be used to … .

4. Unfortunately, we have failed to … but succeeded in … .

5. The findings prove to … .

6. The evidence appears to … .

7. As a result of numerous experiments performed we have obtained sufficient data

to … .

8. Most of our research findings are consistent with … .
III.


Plan for Rendering an Article
A. While rendering an article use the following plan: 
1. The title of the article.
2. The author of the article; where and when the article was published.
3. The main idea of the article.
4. The contents of the article. Some facts, names, figures.
5. Your opinion of/on the article.
B. Use the following expressions:
1. 
a) The article is headlined ....
b) The headline of the article I have read is ...
2. 
a) The author of the article is ...
b) The article is written by ...
c) It is (was) published in ...
d) it is (was) printed in ...
3. 
a) The main idea of the article is ...
b) The article is about ...
c) The article is devoted to ...
d) The article deals with ...
e) The article touches upon ...
f) The purpose of the article is to give the reader some information on ...
g) The aim of the article is to provide the reader with some facts/material/data on...
4. 
a) The author starts by telling (the reader) (about, that ...)
b) The author writes (states, stresses upon, thinks, points out) that ...
c) The article describes ...
d) According to the text ...
e) Further the author reports (says) that ...
f) The article goes on to say that ...
g) In conclusion ...
h) The author comes to the conclusion that ....
5. 
a) I find/found the article topical=urgent (interesting, important, dull, of no value, too hard to understand ...) because ....
b) In my opinion the article is worth reading because ...
IV. What is an Annotation? 
 1) An annotation is a note that is made while reading any form of text. This may be as simple as underlining or highlighting passages. Annotated bibliographies give people a source that is useful to an author in constructing a paper or argument. Creating these comments, usually a few sentences long, establishes a summary for and expresses the relevance of each source prior to writing. 

2) The term also has a special meaning in a number of other fields. 
3) An annotation is a critical examination, or commentary of a book, article , or other publication. It includes important aspects of content not evident in the title. It enables the researcher to establish the relevance of the subject matter and to decide whether or not to read the full material. 

Characteristics of Well-Written Annotations 
The conventional rules of effective writing should be followed in writing annotations as well. This means that it should be brief and clear. Every sentence should convey a maximum amount of information in a minimum number of words. There must be a clear organization and the content must be devoid of irrelevant ideas. 

A Step-by-Step Guide to Annotating 
-Familiarize yourself with the contents of the book or article. Examining the table of contents, the foreword and the introduction can be helpful. 

-Read as much of the book or article as is necessary to understand its content. 

-Outline or make notes of the information you think you should include. 

-Write a paragraph that reflects the spirit of the book or article without emphasis on any of the points. 

The content of an annotation

An annotation is usually one to three paragraphs, with a total of 150-200 words in length. 

The following points provide guidance for what should be included in an annotation: 

-The credentials, authority and qualifications of the author, unless extremely well-known 

-The scope and main purpose of the text, i.e. a brief description of the article or book, stating the writer’s main objective or key idea, in one to three sentences 

-Major standpoint, bias, or perspective of the author in relation to the topic or theme. These may be evident in the writing style, organization or interpretations 

-Relationship of work to other works in the field, i.e. how it compares to similar studies 

-Audience that the material is intended for, determined from language, writing style and subject matter 

    -Findings, results, conclusions, given in the form of a summarizing comment, 
     possibly with projections for the future
Sample Annotations: 
Medeiros, J.A. (2003). Haole in Hawai’i: The Caucasian as minority experience. Journal of Race Studies 34(5) 233-67. 
	Medeiros, an anthropologist at the University of Hawai’i, and specialist in the field of minority studies, reports on a 5 year study of attitudes towards haoles by non-Caucasians. Data was gathered qualitatively through surveys and interviews on all islands. She argues that the “haole experience” is similar to that of a minority in the United States. Contrary to the argument in Burke’s 1998 article, Medeiros disagrees that haoles experience true discrimination. Medeiros’ thorough analysis of her data and systematic analysis reveal a blend of negative and positive attitudes towards haoles. This research will be invaluable as I attempt to describe in my final project, the multiple ways of interpreting the haole experience in Hawaii. John Z. Schmidt, a Russian history professor at Interstate University, based his research on recently discovered documents. He reveals that a few Germans played a key role in the events leading up to the revolution. They provided money, arms, and leadership that helped the revolution get started. Schmidt's conclusions are dramatically different from those in Mark Johnson's Why the Red Revolution? However, Schmidt's case is somewhat weakened by an anti-German bias, which was mentioned by two reviewers. Schmidt addresses himself to the scholar. The style is heavy and argumentative, with many footnotes. However, the concluding chapters will be clear to any informed scientist.


V.  What is a Commentary? 

A commentary essay, usually aimed at an academic audience, strives to help its audience make sense of a topic covered in another essay or article. Commentary essays are written critically and formally, with both objective and subjective standpoints. Commentary essays are written independent of the essay they are covering but act as an extension of the original essay and topic. 

  VI. ACADEMIC DEGREES
Ranks and Positions of University Teachers in Ukraine, Great Britain and the USA.
Ukraine

   
  UK



          USA
професор

     Professor

  
  Full Professor
доцент

      Reader


        Associate Professor

старший викладач
   Senior Lecturer

        Assistant Professor or Associate     

                                                                               Professor
викладач

   Lecturer


        Assistant Professor

асистент
            Assistant Lecturer
        Instructor

Most Common Degrees and Academic titles
B.A. (Bachelor of Arts)



бакалавр гуманітарних наук

B.S. (Bachelor of Science)


бакалавр природничих наук

M.A. (Master of Arts)



магістр гуманітарних наук

M.S. (Master of Science)



магістр природничих наук

PH.D. (Philosophy Doctor)


доктор філософії
бакалавр 





Bachelor (four years of study)



магістр 





Master (six years of study)




спеціаліст 





‘Specialist’ (five years of study)

кандидат…наук




Doctor of Science/Art, ‘Kandidat Nauk

доктор… наук




Doctor of Science/Art, ‘Doktor Nauk’
професор





Professor(BrE), full professor (AmE)

член-кореспондент



associate, corresponding member

академік





academician
Notes: Укр. “викладач”, англ. “university teacher” та амер.-англ. “professor” можуть позначати будь-кого, хто обіймає посаду викладача в університеті.

